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Netanyahu: Israel will not end war, withdraw from Gaza 
February 1, 2024 ynetnews.com reported: “Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said while 
committed to the release of hostages, Israel would not end the war, withdraw from Gaza or agree 
to free thousands of convicted Palestinian terrorists. 

Netanyahu spoke after a report in the Wall Street Journal that the U.S. believes a long lull in the 
fighting would mean an end to war. Hamas would be willing to compromise in case of a long-
term cease-fire according to American officials. In the report an Israeli official is quoted as 
saying that Hamas wants to end the war, but Israel does not plan to provide it with calm. 

Negotiators involved in the talks, argue that it would be difficult for Israel to resume the war at its 
current intensity after a long pause, the WSJ said.…” 

China’s economy is about to implode. We will all feel the aftershocks 
January 30, 2024 telegraph.co.uk reported: “Evergrande, the embattled Chinese real estate giant with debts of $300 
billion, has just been ordered to liquidate by a court in Hong Kong. What effect will this have, both within China and 
across the global economy? 

This latest twist is no surprise. Evergrande has long been dead in the water. The point to grasp is that Evergrande’s 
latest setback will not trigger a financial crisis in China; it is rather the result of the financial crisis which has been 
deepening for at least four years. 

For far too long, up to 30 per cent of the Chinese economy had depended on a grossly inflated domestic property 
bubble. By 2020, when the government finally took urgent measures to limit this debt, its corrosive effects had 
distorted and disabled both the formal banking sector and also the much less accountable and manageable Shadow 
Banking system. Both are now in serious disarray as a result. 

Ramifications of this unregulated borrowing and lending crisis have spread across the economy at large. The collapse 
of the property and construction bubble has weakened domestic economic confidence, deepening the unemployment 
crisis and posing major challenges to local government budgets. These domestic concerns have led to the current 
implosion of the Chinese stock market. In turn this has compelled foreign investors to take a more realistic position on 
China risk than believing the golden goose fables still being peddled by Beijing…” 

Iran-Backed Terrorists Promise ‘More Pressure’ on West After Killings of Americans on Syria Border 
January 30, 2024 breitbart.com reported: “A leader in one of the several groups identifying under the ‘Islamic 
Resistance in Iraq’ brand declared on Sunday that any negotiation between Baghdad and Washington on the presence 
of U.S. troops there will prompt ‘more pressure on the occupiers.’ 

The statement, republished in the Iranian state newspaper PressTV after appearing in the New Arab publication, 
followed an announcement by President Joe Biden on Sunday that jihadists had killed three American servicepersons 
and injured dozens in a drone attack on the border between Syria and Jordan. Biden claimed the strikes occurred in 
Jordan, where the Pentagon has about 3,000 troops stationed; the Jordanian government insisted that the attack 
occurred on Syrian territory…” 

Saudis, Egypt, Jordan, and PA meet in secret to discuss future of Gaza – report 
January 29, 2024 jpost.com reported: “Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, and the Palestinian Authority (PA) held a secret 
meeting in Riyadh about a week ago, focused on plans for Gaza governance when the war is over. They also reportedly 
discussed ways in which a ‘renewed Palestinian Authority’ can take part in the management of the Strip, according to 
several sources. 

The meeting indicates that the Palestinian Authority and the Arab countries are making progress in planning moves for 
‘the day after’ the war in Gaza. Meanwhile, in Israel, the same discussions are underway, though no solutions have 
been accomplished so far. 
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The meeting in Riyadh was organized by the Saudi National Security Adviser Musad Al-Aiban and was attended by the 
Palestinian General Intelligence Chief Majed Faraj, the Egyptian Intelligence Chief Abbas Kamel, and the Jordanian 
Intelligence Chief Ahmed Hosni…” 

Three US service members killed in Iran-backed drone attack in Jordan 
January 29, 2024 jpost.com reported: “Three US service members were killed and at least 25 others were wounded in a 
kamikaze drone attack on an outpost in Jordan near the Syrian border on Saturday night, US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said on Sunday. This is the first time that US troops have been killed by enemy fire in the Middle East 
since the beginning of the war in Gaza. 

According to CENTCOM, the attack took place at a base in northeast Jordan. CENTCOM stated that the identities of 
the service members will be withheld until 24 hours after their next of kin have been notified. At least 34 personnel 
were being evaluated for possible traumatic brain injury, a US official told Reuters. A defense official told The 
Washington Post on Sunday evening that the drone struck the living quarters of the base, causing injuries from cuts and 
bruises to brain injuries…” 

For Europe and NATO, a Russian Invasion Is No Longer Unthinkable 
January 29, 2024 nytimes.com reported: “President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia 
once proclaimed the dissolution of the Soviet empire “the greatest geopolitical 
catastrophe of the 20th century.” At the time, back in 2005, few expected him to do 
anything about it. 

But then came Russia’s occupation of Abkhazia and South Ossetia from Georgia in 
2008, its backing for Ukrainian s Now, with the rise of former President Donald J. 
Trump, who in the past has vowed to leave NATO and recently threatened never to 
come to the aid of his alliance allies, concerns are rising among European nations 
that Mr. Putin could invade a NATO nation over the coming decade and that they 
might have to face his forces without U.S. support. 

That could happen in as few as five years after a conclusion of the war in Ukraine, according to some officials and 
experts who believe that would be enough time for Moscow to rebuild and rearm its military. 

“We have always kind of suspected that this is the only existential threat that we have,” Maj. Gen. Veiko-Vello Palm, 
the commander of the Estonian Army’s main land combat division, said of a possible Russian invasion. 

“The past few years have also made it very, very clear that NATO as a military alliance, a lot of countries, are not ready 
to conduct large-scale operations — meaning, in simple human language, a lot of NATO militaries are not ready to 
fight Russia,” General Palm said during an interview in December. “So, it’s not very comforting.” 

Anxiety over what experts describe as Mr. Putin’s imperial ambitions have long been a part of the psyche of states that 
border Russia or are uncomfortably close. “I think for Estonia, it was 1991” when his country’s alarm bells started ringing, 
General Palm said wryly, referring to the year that Estonia declared independence from the crumbling Soviet Union. 

Just as Mr. Putin played down the Biden administration’s warnings that he was planning to invade Ukraine; Moscow 
has dismissed concerns that Russia is planning to attack NATO. The head of Russian’s foreign intelligence service, 
Sergei Naryshkin, said in an interview last week with the state-owned news agency RIA Novosti that they are part of a 
Western disinformation campaign to stir up discontent against Moscow. 

Europe’s worry has been further fueled in recent months by Mr. Putin’s militarization of the Russian economy and 
huge spending increases for its army and weapons industry while, at the same time, some Republicans in Congress look 
to limit American aid to Ukraine…” 

‘Europeans Will Succumb to Islam,’ says Former Intelligence Chief 
January 26, 2024 pjmedia.com reported: “Islam is on the verge of completely taking over Europe, in all ways—at least 
according to one who should know, Hans-Georg Maaßen, Germany’s top domestic intelligence chief from 2012 to 
2018.  In a recent interview, he stressed several points that spell the imminent downfall of Europe to Islam. 

His warnings are buttressed by disturbing demographic changes. According to conservative estimates from Pew 
Research, over the next 25 years—meaning most of the current generation’s lifetime—Europe’s Muslim population 
will triple to a staggering 76 million.  In fact, the actual current and future numbers of Muslims appear to be higher, 
though there are no official tallies…” 
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