ProprraeTIC TIMES

January 1998 The Weekly Reader of World News December 2, 2023

Taiwan leader says China invasion unlikely for now

November 30, 2023 voanews.com reported: “China is not likely to consider a major invasion
of Taiwan for now due to domestic challenges, the island's president Tsai Ing-wen said
Wednesday, although Beijing is trying to sway its upcoming election.

"I think the Chinese leadership at this juncture is overwhelmed by its internal challenges," , Woh 1R
Tsai told the 2023 DealBook Summit in New York. i : gi

"My thought is that perhaps this is not a time for them to consider a major invasion of Taiwan," she
added in a recorded interview. Tsai was responding to questions about the risks of an invasion, in
the aftermath of a closely watched meeting between the U.S. and Chinese presidents, Joe Biden and Xi Jinping, in
California this month. The leaders' talks, on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit, were
aimed at preventing growing tensions from spiraling into conflict.
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But Xi and Biden remain far apart on the flashpoint of Taiwan, with the Chinese leader telling his U.S. counterpart that
reunification was "unstoppable."

China considers democratic Taiwan its territory, to be taken one day by force if necessary. For the moment however,
Beijing is grappling with domestic economic, financial and political challenges, Tsai said...”

Russia Steps Up Presence in Indian Ocean

November 30, 2023 voanews.com reported: “Russia docked warships in Bangladesh for the first time in five decades
earlier this month and held its first joint naval exercises with Myanmar as Moscow eyes a greater role in the Indian
Ocean region and looks to bolster ties with smaller countries in Asia.

Analysts say India is not averse to Russia, its old ally and largest supplier of defense equipment, stepping up its
presence in its maritime neighborhood despite New Delhi’s deepening partnership with the United States, Japan and
Australia to counter China’s expanding footprint in the strategic waters.

Ignoring pressure from its Western partners, New Delhi has maintained its decades-long relationship with Moscow and
taken a neutral stand on the war in Ukraine...”

NATO allies vow to stay firm on arming Ukraine
November 29, 2023 spacewar.com reported: “NATO members on Tuesday urged each other not to let up in backing
Ukraine’s fight against Russia, amid doubts over US support and a bloody stalemate on the ground.

There are fears that a lack of adequate support from the West could end up forcing Kyiv to seek a compromise with
Russian President Vladimir Putin from a position of weakness.

‘We just have to stay the course. This is also about our security interests,” NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
said at a meeting of the alliance’s foreign ministers in Brussels.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the NATO talks were aimed at ‘strongly reaffirming our support for
Ukraine as it continues to face Russia’s war of aggression’...”

China Says it Warns off Japanese Ships in East China Sea
November 28, 2023 voanews.com reported: “The Chinese coast guard said its vessels warned off Japanese ships that
‘illegally intruded’ into waters around disputed East China Sea islets on Tuesday.

The Chinese vessels ‘took necessary control measures,’ the coast guard added, without going into details. There was no
immediate comment from Japan. China urged Japan to immediately cease all ‘illegal activities’ in the area and ensure
that similar incidents do not recur, the coastguard added.

The waters around Diaoyu Islands, which Japan calls the Senkaku Islands, are claimed by both China and Japan...”

Iran claims a new ballistic missile can travel at hypersonic
November 19, 2023 euronews.com reported: “Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei toured the Revolutionary Guards
Aerospace Force centre on Sunday where the Fattah-2 hypersonic ballistic missile was revealed to the public.




Hypersonic weapons, which fly at speeds in excess of Mach 5, or five times the speed of sound, could pose crucial challenges
to missile defence systems because of their speed and maneuverability.

Ballistic missiles fly on a trajectory in which anti-missile systems like the US Patriot system can anticipate their path and
intercept them. The more irregular the missile’s flight path, the more difficult it becomes to intercept. In June Iran unveiled
the first Fattah missile system. At the time it claimed it can reach Mach 15 — which is 15 times the speed of sound...”

Report: Anti-Christian Hate Crimes in Europe Leapt by 44 Percent in 2022
November 17, 2023 breitbart.com reported: “Religiously motivated hate crimes against Christians in Europe jumped by 44
percent in just one year, reveals a sobering report by a prominent Christian persecution monitoring group.

On Thursday, the Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians in Europe (OIDAC Europe)
released its Annual Report 2022/23, which documents a sharp rise in violent incidents and social hostility against
Christians, as well as in vandalism and arson attacks on churches.

The report also underscores legal developments in several European countries that infringe upon the religious freedom
of Christians, including ‘hate speech’ legislation, under which some Christians have been prosecuted for voicing
mainstream Christian beliefs in public.

It also notes the elimination of conscience clauses and legislation needed to guarantee parents’ right to educate their
children in conformity with their beliefs...”

He won a Nobel Prize. Then he started denying climate change

November 16, 2023 washingtonpost.com reported: “At a fiery news conference at the
Four Seasons hotel here Tuesday, speakers denounced climate change as a hoax
perpetrated by a “global cabal” including the United Nations, the World Economic
Forum and many leaders of the Catholic Church.

It might have seemed like a fringe event, except for one speaker’s credentials. John
F. Clauser shared the Nobel Prize in physics last year before declaring Tuesday that
“there is no climate crisis” — a claim that contradicts the overwhelming scientific
CONnsensus.

The event showcased Clauser’s remarkable shift since winning one of the world’s
most prestigious awards for his groundbreaking experiments with light particles in the
1970s. His recent denial of global warming has alarmed top climate scientists, who warn that he is using his stature to
mislead the public about a planetary emergency.
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Clauser, 80, who has a booming voice and white hair he often leaves uncombed, has brushed off these concerns. He
says skepticism is a key part of the scientific process.

“There was overwhelming consensus that what [ was doing was pointless” in the 1970s, he said in an interview after
the news conference. “It took 50 years for my work to win the prize. That’s how long it takes for opinions to change.”

Tuesday’s event was organized by the Deposit of Faith Coalition, a group of more than a dozen Catholic organizations
that argues that “those pushing the anti-God and anti-family climate agenda need to be called out and exposed.”
Clauser, who is an atheist, needed some convincing to be the keynote speaker, a coalition spokesman acknowledged.

The other speakers included Marc Morano, a former Republican congressional staffer who runs a website that rejects
mainstream climate science, and Alex Newman, a journalist for right-wing media outlets who has called for exposing
the “climate scam.” Both men took multiple jabs at former vice president Al Gore and his 2006 documentary about the
dangers of climate change.

Clauser, who wore a gray blazer with black jeans and Teva sandals, appeared buoyant as he took the stage. He cycled
through a PowerPoint presentation that began with the exclamation: “Great news! There is no climate crisis!”

“Much as it may upset many people, my message is the planet is not in peril,” Clauser told an audience of roughly a
dozen people in the hotel conference room and others watching online. “I call myself a climate denier,” he added. “I’ve
been told that’s not politically correct. So, I guess I’'m a climate crisis d-word person...”

Compiled by L. Jim Tuck

UCG Minister
<[jt5053@sbcglobal.net>




