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SAUDIS 'EYE PAKISTANI NUKES' TO FACE IRAN
September 15, 2011 SpaceDaily.com reported: “Saudi Arabia has been beefing up its military links with Pakistan to counter Iran's
expansionist plans and this reportedly includes acquiring atomic arms from the only Muslim nuclear power or its pledge of nuclear cover.
Pakistan has become a front-line state for Sunni Islam and is being positioned by its leaders, particularly in the powerful military and
intelligence establishments, as a bulwark against Shiite Iran and its proxies.
Increasingly, Pakistan is rushing to the defense of Saudi Arabia, with whom it has a long had discreet security links. It is reported to have put
two army divisions on standby for deployment to Saudi Arabia if the kingdom is threatened by Iran or the pro-democracy uprisings sweeping
the Arab world. It is even reported to be prepared to provide Saudi Arabia with nuclear weapons if threatened by Iran. In return, it has been
promised Saudi Arabian oil and treasure.
The Saudis have portrayed the roiling rivalry with the Iranians as a new, menacing chapter of the 1,300-year-old struggle between Sunni and
Shiite Islam.
"The stakes are enormous," says Bruce Riedel, a former CIA counter-terrorism specialist. "Pakistan has the fastest growing nuclear arsenal in
the world. It will soon surpass the United Kingdom as the fifth-largest nuclear arsenal. It is the sixth-largest country in the world in terms of
population," Riedel wrote in the German newsmagazine Der Spiegel.”...”
NETANYAHU SAYS HE'LL ADDRESS UN AHEAD OF PA STATEHOOD VOTE
September 15, 2011 The Jerusalem Post reports: “After weeks of deliberation, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu announced Thursday that
he would go to United Nations General Assembly meeting next week to discuss the Palestinian statehood bid. Speaking at a press conference
with visiting Czech Prime Minister Petr Necas, Netanyahu said he will ‘speak the truth to those who want to hear it’ at the UN General
Assembly.
Netanyahu said that the General Assembly is not ‘the place where Israel generally gets reasonable hearing,’ but it was nonetheless important
to present Israel's position.
For weeks there was internal debate inside the Prime Minister's Office whether he should go, or whether Israel should be represented by
President Shimon Peres. One government official said only this week that the decision would be based on whether Netanyahu felt he could
have any impact on the European countries whose position on the matter has yet to be decided.”...”
EUROZONE CRISIS COULD RIP EU APART
September 14, 2011 AFP reported: “The eurozone crisis could wreck the European Union, top EU officials warned on Wednesday as the
leaders of Germany and France held talks with Greece to avoid a default and widespread chaos.
The pressure rose on all fronts with United States again expressing great concern, with Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner saying European
states "now recognise they are going to have to do more" to resolve to the crisis. Highlighting the threat to the global
economy, Geithner is to exceptionally attend talks between European Union finance ministers and central bankers in
Poland on Friday.
French President Nicolas Sarkozy, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Greek Prime Minister George
Papandreou were to hold a teleconference late Wednesday as markets price in a default by the government in Athens,
and credit rating giant Moody's downgraded two major French banks given their exposure to Greek debt.
"Europe is in danger," Polish Finance Minister Jacek Rostowski, whose country currently chairs EU meetings, told
the European Parliament in Strasbourg.
"If the eurozone breaks up, the European Union will not be able to survive," he added.
At his most dramatic, Rostowski even warned that "war" could return to Europe if the crisis fatally weakens the EU, founded amid the rubble
of World War II. His underlying message was backed up by European Commission president Jose Manuel Barroso, who described the crisis
as "the most serious challenge of a generation."
Barroso stressed: "This is a fight... for the economic and political future of Europe."...”
GERMAN LEADER FACES KEY CHOICES ON RESCUING EURO
September 12, 2011 International Herald Tribune reported: “As Europe struggles to reverse a plunge in financial confidence, the world waits
for Germany’s chancellor, Angela Merkel, to make a fundamental choice. She, more than any other European politician, will have to either
summon the leadership to rescue the euro or concede that the political will is not there.
Mrs. Merkel, 57, faces far-reaching decisions about how to deal definitively with the debt crisis in Europe and, more immediately, whether to
allow Greece to default or even to leave the currency union. American officials fear that if she does not act more decisively, bank lending
could freeze up and the result would be another sharp financial downturn on both sides of the Atlantic.

Fears of a worsening debt crisis slammed European stocks on Monday, especially shares of French banks, forcing the French government to
declare its support for its three largest financial institutions. The turmoil added to worries that the Greek crisis would prove difficult to contain
without more robust action from Germany and, ultimately, its taxpayers.
The project of European integration, which began in the difficult years after World War II, is also on the line. If Greece were forced to
abandon the euro, as more and more voices on the German right are demanding, it would be a jarring setback for solidarity on the Continent.
Critics say Mrs. Merkel has focused too much on protecting her political standing inside Germany, placing her position as chancellor above
the need for bold, risk-taking leadership to rescue the European currency zone. But that would mean sinking more German money into an
ever-deepening economic union that voters have shown an antipathy for.
Her governing coalition is already splintering over the Greece bailout, and her party, the Christian Democratic Union, has suffered setbacks in
state elections, including this month in the state of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania, where her parliamentary home district is located...
Mrs. Merkel’s efforts to please both sides on the question of the debt crisis — through stern talk about Greece’s failure and profligacy on the
one hand and a series of conditional debt guarantees to prop up Europe’s problem child on the other — have succeeded in ultimately pleasing
neither.”...”
DANGEROUS TB SPREADING AT ALARMING RATE IN EUROPE-WHO
September 13, 2011 Reuters reported: “Multidrug-resistant and extensively drug-resistant forms of tuberculosis (TB) are spreading at an
alarming rate in Europe and will kill thousands unless health authorities halt the pandemic, the World Health Organisation(WHO) said on
Wednesday.
Launching a new regional plan to find, diagnose and treat cases of the airborne infectious disease more effectively, the WHO's European
director warned that complacency had allowed a resurgence of TB and failure to tackle it now would mean huge human and economic costs in
the future.
"TB is an old disease that never went away, and now it is evolving with a vengeance," said Zsuzsanna Jakab, the WHO's Regional Director for
Europe.
"The numbers are scary," Lucica Ditiu, executive secretary of the Stop TB Partnership told a news conference in London.
"This is a very dramatic situation."
TB is currently a worldwide pandemic that kills around 1.7 million people a year. The infection is caused by the bacterium
Mycobacterium tuberculosis and destroys patients' lung tissue, causing them to cough up the bacteria, which then spreads
through the air and can be inhaled by others.
Cases of multidrug-resistant (MDR-TB) and extensively drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) -- where the infections are resistant to
first-line and then second-line antibiotic treatments -- are spreading fast, with about 440,000new patients every year around
the world.”...
Treating even normal TB is a long and unpleasant process, with patients needing to take a combination of powerful antibiotics for 6 months.
Many patients fail to correctly complete the course of medicines, a factor which has fueled a rise in drug-resistant forms of the disease.
Treatment regimes for MDR-TB and XDR-TB can stretch into two or more years, costing up to $16,000 in drugs alone and up to $200,000 to
$300,000 per patient if isolation hospital costs, medical care and other resources are taken into account.
Experts say around 7 percent of patients with straightforward TB die, and that death rate rises to around 50 percent of patients with
drug-resistant forms.”...”
KILLER WORDS: MUSLIMS TEXT DEATH THREATS TO CHRISTIANS
September 14, 2011 WorldNetDaily.com reports: “Muslim extremists are using a relatively new tool in their attempt to intimidate and bully
Christians, with death threats sent by text-messaging to Christian church leaders, a new report confirms. The report comes from Compass
Direct, which monitors and reports on Christian issues around the globe. The situation has developed in Sudan.
‘We want this country to be purely an Islamic state, so we must kill the infidels and destroy their churches all over Sudan,’ Compass Direct
sources in the African nation have reported that one text message said. The texts were dispatched to leaders of at least 10 churches in the
Khartoum area, and came in recent weeks, the report said.
Christian church leaders in the region have been at risk for years, even with the recent declaration of a new nation, South Sudan, which
suggests some small level of separation from the Muslim-dominated north Sudan. But sources for the ministry organization say that Islamists
have continued to make targets out of Christians…”
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