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'MUSLIM EXTREMISTS POURED INTO GAZA'
February 7, 2008 The Jerusalem Post reported: “Thousands of Arab men have flocked into the Gaza Strip from Egypt in the past two
weeks, offering to join in the fight against Israel, sources close to Hamas said Wednesday.
The men, who came from Egypt and several other Arab countries, entered the Gaza Strip after the border with Egypt was torn down, the
sources said, adding that they had offered to join Hamas and other armed groups.
Egyptian sources said the men had toured a number of training bases and security installations belonging to Hamas and other groups and
expressed their desire to remain in the Gaza Strip and launch attacks against Israel. The sources said some of the men had recently fled
from Iraq, where they had been carrying out attacks against US troops.
The Bethlehem-based Maan news agency quoted Hamas sources as estimating the number of Arab men who had entered the Gaza Strip at
2,000. According to the sources, the Palestinian groups expressed their gratitude for the show of solidarity, but said they already had
enough men to fight against Israel.
Palestinian Authority security officials told The Jerusalem Post that many of the men were Muslim fundamentalists who were eager to
launch terror attacks on Israel.”...”
BRUSSELS TO TIGHTEN EU EXTERNAL BORDERS
February 6, 2008 The EU Observer reported: “The European Commission is working on a new set of measures aimed at strengthening the
EU's external borders in order to monitor migrants and track down criminals.
Next Wednesday (13 February), EU home affairs commissioner Franco Frattini is expected to table a border control package, consisting of
three proposals. The package suggests setting up an entry/exit register of non-European visitors to the EU, and a European Border
Surveillance System designed to detect those who enter the bloc between border crossing points.
In addition, Brussels is set to push for better use of the EU's border control agency, Frontex, particularly via "intensified" joint operations
between member states at sea borders.
"It is now time to look ahead and develop the next generation of border management tools", Mr Frattini's paper says, while suggesting the
package should become part of a priority list of the current Slovenian EU presidency.
All proposed measures could then enter into force between 2012 and 2015. The cornerstone of Brussels' plans is the proposal to establish
an electronic entry/exit register, which would enable the 27-nation bloc to keep better track of who is entering and leaving its territory.”...”
SCIENTISTS CREATE THREE-PARENT EMBRYOS
February 6, 2008 Reuters reported: “British scientists have created human embryos with three parents in a development they hope could
lead to effective treatments for a range of serious hereditary diseases within five years. Researchers from Newcastle University, in northern
England, presented their findings at a medical conference at the weekend, a university spokeswoman said on Tuesday.
The IVF, or test-tube, embryos were created using DNA from one man and two women.
The idea is to prevent women with faults in their mitochondrial DNA passing diseases on to their children. Around
one in 5,000 children suffer from mitochondrial diseases, which can include fatal liver, heart and brain disorders,
deafness, muscular problems and forms of epilepsy. If all goes well, researchers believe they may be able to start
offering the technique as a treatment in three to five years.
Mitochondria are tiny power packs inside cells that provide their energy. Faulty genetics can mean mitochondria do
not completely burn food and oxygen, leading to the build-up of poisons responsible for more than 40 different
diseases.
The Newcastle team believe these diseases could be avoided if embryos at risk were given an effective
mitochondrial transplant. The process involves in vitro fertilization (IVF) and the subsequent removal of the egg's
nucleus. The nucleus is then placed into a donor egg whose DNA has been removed.”...”
FINNISH PATIENT GETS NEW JAW FROM OWN STEM CELLS
February 2, 2008 Reuters reported: “Scientists in Finland said they had replaced a 65-year-old patient's upper jaw with a bone transplant
cultivated from stem cells isolated from his own fatty tissue and grown inside his abdomen.
Researchers said on Friday the breakthrough opened up new ways to treat severe tissue damage and made the prospect of custom-made
living spares parts for humans a step closer to reality.
"There have been a couple of similar-sounding procedures before, but these didn't use the patient's own stem cells that were first cultured

and expanded in laboratory and differentiated into bone tissue," said Riitta Suuronen of the Regea Institute of Regenerative Medicine, part
of the University of Tampere.
She told a news conference the patient was recovering more quickly than he would have if he had received a bone graft from his leg.
"From the outside nobody would be able to tell he has been through such a procedure," she said.
She added, the team used no materials from animals -- preventing the risk of transmitting viruses than can be hidden in an animal's DNA,
and followed European Union guidelines.
Stem cells are the body's master cells and they can be found throughout the blood and tissues. Researchers have recently found that fat
contains stem cells which can be directed to form a variety of different tissues.”...”
IRAN DISMISSES US CONCERNS REGARDING TEHRAN SPACE PROGRAM
February 5, 2008 The VOA New reported: “Iranian officials have dismissed U.S. concerns regarding the country's space program after
launching a new rocket capable of carrying the first domestically-built satellite into orbit. An Iranian government spokesman said
Tuesday that other countries should not worry about scientific achievements.
Iran test fired the rocket as it inaugurated its first major space center Monday. Iranian officials said the new facility in the northern
province of Semnan will be used to launch the satellite named Omid, or "Hope", into space by early next year.
In Washington, the White House called the test unfortunate and said it will further isolate Tehran from the rest of the world. A
White House spokeswoman described the Iranian rocket as a ballistic missile.
Washington and European officials have expressed concern about Iran's missile program and accused Tehran of trying to master
technology to build nuclear weapons. Iran denies the charges and says both programs are peaceful.
Iran has been pursuing a space program for several years. It says it wants to launch satellites for research and telecommunications. Iran's
first satellite was designed by Russia and launched into space by a Russian rocket in October 2005.”
SOPHISTICATED MEXICAN GROUPS PLOT ABDUCTIONS
February 6, 2008 Union Tribune: “Organized, well-financed and violent Mexican kidnapping cells are targeting a growing number of
U.S. citizens visiting communities popular with San Diegans and other California residents.
Last year, at least 26 San Diego County residents were kidnapped and held for ransom in Tijuana, Rosarito Beach or Ensenada, local FBI
agents overseeing the cases said yesterday. In 2006, at least 11 county residents had been kidnapped in the three communities.
“Some of the 26 were recovered, some were hurt and some were killed,” said agent Alex Horan, who directs the FBI's violent-crime squad
in San Diego. “It's not a pleasant experience. Victims have reported beatings, torture and there have been rapes. . . . Handcuffs and hoods
over the head are common,” he said.
When contrasted to the 40 million border crossings made every year at the San Ysidro Port of Entry, the kidnapping numbers are small.
Most of the victims have business interests or family members in Mexico. But authorities said anyone planning to visit Mexico should be
cautious.
“I would certainly be concerned,” Horan said. The U.S. Consulate in Tijuana issued a travel advisory last week that said U.S. citizens
living and traveling in Mexico should be extra vigilant.
AL QAEDA SEEN PLANNING ATTACK ON U.S.
February 6, 2008 The Washington Times reported: “Senior al Qaeda leaders have diverted operatives from Iraq across the globe and are
increasing preparations to strike the United States, senior intelligence officials told the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence yesterday.
They said the terrorists had plans to attack the White House as recently as 2006.
"Al Qaeda is improving the last key aspect of its ability to attack the U.S. — the identification, training and positioning of operatives for an
attack in the homeland," said Michael McConnell, director of national intelligence, which oversees all 16 U.S. intelligence agencies.
Intelligence officials also said they used a controversial interrogation tactic known as "waterboarding," which some people regard as
torture, only on three senior al Qaeda members early in the war on terror and that it has not been used in five years.
The officials added that al Qaeda is recruiting Westerners to terror camps in Pakistan.
"While increased security measures at home and abroad have caused al Qaeda to view the West, especially the U.S., as a harder target, we
have seen an influx of new Western recruits into the tribal areas since mid-2006, " Mr. McConnell said.
Mr. McConnell revealed that al Qaeda had plans to specifically target the White House.”...”
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