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IRANIAN CATACLYSM FORECAST AUG. 22
August 9, 2006
WorldNetDaily reported: “A top expert on the Mideast says it is possible Iran
could pick Aug. 22, the anniversary of one of Islam's holiest events, for a cataclysm Shiite
Muslims believe will forever resolve the battle between "good" and "evil."
Princeton's Bernard Lewis has written an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal advising that the
rest of the world would be wise to bear in mind that for those who believe the end of the world is
imminent and good, there is no deterrent even to nuclear warfare.
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has urged his people to prepare for the coming of an
Islamic "messiah," raising concerns a nuclear-armed Islamic Republic could trigger the kind of global conflagration
he envisions will set the stage for the end of the world.
He's also said that Islam and its followers must prepare to rule the world, because it is a "universal ideology that
leads the world to justice."
Now comes Lewis, who notes that the world must be concerned about a leader for whom the possibility of death is not a deterrent.
"In this context, mutual assured destruction, the deterrent that worked so well during the Cold War, would have no meaning," Lewis
wrote. "At the end of time, there will be general destruction anyway. What will matter will be the final destination of the dead – hell for
the infidels, and heaven for the believers.
"For people with this mindset, MAD is not a constraint, it is an inducement," he said. Lewis noted that Ahmadinejad has referred to
Aug. 22 several times, including when he rejected – until that date – United Nations requests for nuclear program information.
Lewis, joining several other Mideast experts who have expressed similar concerns, said Aug. 22 corresponds to the 27th day of the
month of Rajab of the year 1427.
"This, by tradition, is the night when many Muslims commemorate the night flight of the prophet Muhammad on the winged horse
Buraq, first to 'the farthest mosque,' usually identified with Jerusalem, and then to heaven and back," Lewis wrote.
In Islam, as in other religious, certain beliefs describe the "cosmic struggle" at the end of time. For Shiite Muslims, Lewis wrote, this
will be "the long awaited return of the Hidden Imam, ending in the final victory of the forces of good over evil."
The significance, he said, is that there's a "radical" difference between Iran and other governments with nuclear weapons.
"This difference is expressed in what can only be described as the apocalyptic worldview of Iran's present rulers," he wrote. Iran's
leaders now "clearly believe that this time is now, and that the terminal struggle has already begun and is indeed well advanced."
As for intent, a passage from the Ayatollah Khomeini, quoted in an 11th-grade Iranian schoolbook, reveals priorities: "I am decisively
announcing to the whole world that if the world-devourers (i.e., the infidel powers) wish to stand against our religion, we will stand
against their whole world and will not cease until the annihilation of all them. Either we all become free, or we will go to the greater
freedom which is martyrdom."
Lewis wrote, "This might well be deemed an appropriate date for the apocalyptic ending of Israel and if necessary the world. It is far
from certain that Mr. Ahmadanejad plans any such cataclysmic events precisely for Aug. 22. But it would be wise to bear the possibility
in mind."...”
IRAN THREATENS TO USE 'OIL WEAPON' IN NUCLEAR STANDOFF
August 7, 2006 The Guardian Unlimited reported: “Iran warned Britain and the US yesterday that the international community could
face a new oil crisis if the United Nations security council imposes sanctions on Tehran over its alleged attempt to acquire a nuclear
weapons-making capability.
Speaking in Tehran, Ali Larijani, the country's chief nuclear negotiator and head of the supreme national security council, said Iran
would be reluctant to cut its oil exports. "We do not want to use the oil weapon. It is them who would impose it upon us."
But Mr Larijani added that if the west did decide on sanctions, "we will react in a way that would be painful for them ... Do not force us
to do something that will make people shiver in the cold."
Iran is the world's fourth largest oil exporter and is estimated to have the second largest oil and gas reserves. Global energy prices could
be expected to reach new highs if Tehran's threat is carried out - although analysts point out that one of the first economic casualties
might be Iran itself.
Urged on by Britain, the US, France and Germany, the UN security council passed a resolution last week imposing a deadline of

August 31 for Iran to accept a western package of incentives in return for suspending uranium enrichment at its Natanz facility, or face
the prospect of political, economic and financial sanctions.
Mr Larijani rejected the resolution as "illegal" and said Iran would not abide by the deadline. He reiterated Tehran's argument, repeated
during the course of three years of largely fruitless negotiations with the "EU three" (Britain, France and Germany), that Iran was
legally entitled to pursue uranium enrichment for peaceful purposes under the terms of the 1970 nuclear non-proliferation treaty.
"We won't accept suspension. Such resolutions will not have any impact on our behaviour," he said. He went on to warn that Iran was
prepared to further expand its nuclear research activities "if required". That could include building additional cascades of centrifuges at
Natanz for enrichment purposes.
Iran has built a cascade of 164 centrifuges and announced plans to build 3,000 this year. Experts say it would need more than 50,000
centrifuges for industrial production of low-grade enriched uranium, a process that could take years.”
NEW NORTH KOREAN MISSILE BASES TARGET US MILITARY IN JAPAN
August 7, 2006 SpaceWar.com reported: “North Korea has been building new underground missile bases along its east coast,
targeting Japan and US military facilities in Japan. Some 200 Rodong missiles with a range of up to 2,200 kilometers (1,360 miles) and
50 SSN-6 missiles with ranges of 2,500 to 4,000 kilometers are at the new bases, the state-run Institute of Foreign Affairs and National
Security (IFANS) said in the report carried by Yonhap news agency.
"The new bases clustered along the east coastal line are for medium- and long-range missiles targeting Japan and US military bases in
Japan," read the report by Yun Deok-Min, an IFANS arms control expert.
"Combined with its nuclear weapons, North Korea's ballistic missiles provides it with a powerful deterrent."
North Korea has also constructed new underground missile bases deep in mountains near its border with China, to avoid outside attacks,
it said.
The communist nation set off new alarm bells in the region with its July 5 test-firing of seven ballistic missiles which splashed in the
Sea of Japan (East Sea). In 1998, it test-launched a missile over Japan.”...”
U.S. PREPARES TO TARGET MAHDI ARMY
August 8, 2006 The Middle East Newsline reported: “The U.S. military was said to be preparing for a major
operation against an Iranian-sponsored militia in Iraq.
Iraqi government sources said the U.S. military, in cooperation with the Iraq Army and security forces, was
planning to target the Mahdi Army. Mahdi, believed to contain about 10,000 fighters, has been based in Baghdad's
Sadr City and regarded as the leading threat to security in Iraq's capital.
"The assessment is that Iran has ordered Mahdi to increase tension in Baghdad and other parts of central and southern Iraq," a source
said.”...”
HOW SYRIA, IRAN ARMED HEZBOLLAH
August 7, 2006 The Toronto Star reported: “On Dec. 26, 2003, a massive earthquake levelled most of Bam, in southeastern Iran,
killing 35,000 people. Transport planes carrying aid poured in from everywhere, including Syria. According to Israeli military
intelligence, the planes returned to Syria carrying sophisticated weapons, including long-range Zelzal missiles, which the Syrians
passed on to Hezbollah, the Shiite militia group in southern Lebanon.
As the Israeli army struggles for a fourth week to defeat Hezbollah before a ceasefire, the shipments are just one indication of how the
militia has improved its arsenal and strategies in the six years since Israel abruptly ended its occupation of southern Lebanon.
Hezbollah is a militia trained like an army and equipped like a state, and its fighters "are nothing like Hamas or the Palestinians," said
an Israeli soldier who just returned from Lebanon. "They are trained and highly qualified," he said, equipped with flak jackets,
night-vision goggles, good communications and sometimes Israeli uniforms and ammunition. "All of us were kind of surprised."
Much attention has been focused on Hezbollah's stockpile of Syrian- and Iranian-made missiles, some 3,000 of which have already
fallen on Israel. More than 58 Israelis have died from them — including 12 reservist soldiers, who were gathered at a kibbutz at Kfar
Giladi in northern Israel yesterday when rockets packed with anti-personnel ball bearings exploded among them, and three killed last
night in another rocket barrage on Haifa.
But Israel says Iran and Syria also used those six years to provide satellite communications and some of the world's best infantry
weapons, including modern, Russian-made anti-tank weapons and Semtex plastic explosives, as well as the training required to use
them effectively against Israeli armour.”...”
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