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U.S. BEGINS PULLOUT OF NON -ESSENTIAL STAFF FROM MIDEAST
Jan 15, 2003 The Middle East Newsline reports: "The United States has la unched an effort to withdraw non-essential
government personn el from the M iddle East. Officials said the effort is meant to avoid Arab or Islamic reprisals on U.S.
personnel over the next few months am id tension in the Persian G ulf and M iddle East region. They said U.S. intelligence
agencies have warned that Al Qaida and Iraq could intensify attacks on U.S. n atio nals to foil any Washington-led war against
Baghd ad.
So far, officials said, the State Departm ent is quietly pulling out non-esse ntial em bassy staffers and families in such countries
as Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco and Saudi Arabia. They said similar measures will be taken in the United Arab
Em irates and other cou ntries.
'W e have been seen a se ries of attacks over Ra m ada n that indicate that the intelligence warnings of increase d thre at to
Am ericans in the region are accurate,' an officia l sa id. 'The biggest th reat is that of kidnapping of A m ericans, particularly
diplo m ats.'… "
BLAIR READY TO ACT WITHOUT NEW UN RESOLUTION
Jan 14, 2003 The Guardian.uk reports: "The prime minister, Tony Blair, said today he believed
'pass ionate ly' that Saddam H ussein must be stripped of his weapons of mass destruction, with or
without a new UN resolution. Mr. B lair stres sed that his preferen ce w as to 'take the UN route', but
did not rule out support for military action without further recourse to the security council. He said that, ahead of any US-led
action against Ira q, 'our preference is to go back to the United Nations security council and have a second resolution'
outlining the use o f forc e.
Resolution 1441, passed last year, demanded that President Saddam allow unfettered access to inspectors searching for
weapons of mass destruction. However, defining his government's position in more detail than he has done so far, the prim e
minister added a caveat about returning to the security council that did not completely rule out supporting military action
outs ide a U N re solution.
Mr. Blair said he 'could not be constrained' by the possibility of a country imposing an 'unreasonable block' or proviso that
would hinder a fresh UN resolution. He added: 'I want to make it quite clear, and I believe this to be the position of all the
m ain security council mem bers, that if there is a breach [of the first resolution] we would expect the United Nations to honor
the undertak ings that were given and m ak e sure that the will of th e U N is upheld.'
The W hite Ho use has been careful not to c om m it itse lf to having to seek a second re solution before starting any m ilitary
action, and Mr. Blair's comm ents today would still allow him room to support the U.S. doing so…"
ISRAELI EXPERTS EXAMINE ANCIENT TABLET
Jan 14, 2003 The Guardian.uk rep orts: "Israeli geologists said Mon day they have exam ined a sto ne tablet deta iling rep air
plans for the Jewis h T em ple of K ing Solom on that, if authenticated, would be a rare piece of physical evidence confirming
the biblical narrative.
The find - whose origin is murky - is about the size of a legal pad, w ith a 15-line inscription in ancient H ebrew th at s trongly
resem bles descriptions in the Bible's B ook o f Kings. It could also strengthe n Jew ish claim s to a dispute d holy site in
Jerus alem 's Old City that is now home to two major mosques. Muslim clerics insist, despite overwhelming archaeological
evidence, that no Jewish shrine ever stoo d at the site. That claim was m ade by Palestinian officials in failed neg otiations with
Israe l in 2000 over who w ould be sovereign there .
The origin of the stone tablet is unclear, mak ing it difficult to estab lish authe ntic ity. The Israeli daily Ha 'aretz on Monday
quoted an unidentified source as saying it was uncovered in recent years, during renovations carried out by the Muslim
adm inistrators of the mosque com pound known to Muslims as the Haram as-Sharif, or Noble Sanctuary, and to Jews as
the T em ple M oun t.
From there, it reached a major antiquities collector in Jerusalem , Ha 'aretz said. T he Ho ly Land has a thriving trade in
antiqu ities, often op erating on the edge of the law.

The sandstone tablet has a 15-line inscription in ancient Hebrew that resembles descriptions in Kings II, 12:1-6, 11-17, said
Isra el's Geological Survey, which exam ined the artifact. The words refer to King Joash, who ruled the area 2,800 years
a go … "
TURKEY AGREES WITH U.S. ON BASES
Jan 12, 2003 Th e M iddle East Newsline reports: “Turke y has decided to appro ve the first stage of cooperation with the United
State s in an y war against Iraq .
Offic ials said the government of Prime M inis ter Abdullah Gul has decided to approve a U.S.
proposal for a 150-mem ber team of m ilitary experts to inspect Turkish military bases and ports.
The U.S . requ est had b een delayed am id disagree m ent w heth er the U.S . delegation would be
bou nd to Tu rkish law during their stay.
After assurances from W ashington, Ankara decided to sign a mem orandum of understanding on
Turkey
for the U.S. base and port survey, officials said. The inspection will include at least six Turkish
military bases as well as three sea ports. The United States has been using the Turkish air base at Incerlik for more than
a de cad e...”
TOXIC ATTACK ON CITY IS 'LIKELY SOON'
Jan 11, 2003 The Financial Times reports: “British ministers have been warned by th eir se cu rity advisers that a west
European city is ‘likely’ to be the target of a terrorist attack using a chemical or other non-conventional weapon in the short-tom edium term . They hav e also warned that the y cannot be su re the y kno w the identity of more than 50 per cent of people
in the U K who m ight ca rry out a terrorist attac k on be half of al-Q aed a.
In a separa te incident on Friday morning German authorities arrested two Yemeni men believed to be high-ranking m em bers
of al-Qaeda, according to German security officials. The federal crime office confirmed that two m en w ere a rrested at a
Frank furt airport hotel, on the request of US authorities. One of the men is a senior al-Qaeda financier and both had been
involve d in bu ilding al-Q aed a's netwo rk in Yem en, secu rity officials w ere c ited as saying.
Fears that al-Qaeda terrorists are closer to carrying out a chemical attack have been heightened by the discovery this week
of traces of ricin at a house in London occupied by suspected terrorists. Seven men arrested in connection with a suspected
plot to use the deadly poison were still being question ed by anti-terrorist police in the UK on F riday an d we re ex pec ted to
by charge d this w eek end .
Security sources in Britain say that it is ‘certainly a possibility’ that the ricin poison made in London might have been taken
abro ad..."
THE EU NEEDS A SINGLE PRESIDENT
Jan 10, 2003 The Financial Times reports: "The convention on the future of Europe provides an unmissable opportunity for
the reformation of the European Union as a genuine political comm unity. Clarifying what we E urop ean s wa nt to do together
and sim plifying the way in w hich the E U w ork s - the se a re the cha llenges be fore us.
The critical issue dom inating this constitutional debate is the organization of e xecutive powe r in th e EU - cu rrently split
between the European Comm ission and national governments, meeting in the Council of Ministers. The proliferation of
prop osa ls, from politicians and aca dem ics, be ars witnes s to its im porta nce .
W hat the EU req uires is a visible European executive, with a face that is recognizable within Europe and on the international
scene. The executive m ust have the authority to take the initiative and co-o rdinate the action s of n ationa l governm ents . W e
propose a fu ll-tim e president with a term of o ffic e of, say, five years, to p rovide continu ity. The president would be appointed
by national leaders following the five-yea rly elections to the Eu rope an p arliam ent...
The pre sident's p rim ary role would be to represent the EU at home and, alongside the new minister for foreign affairs, on
the world sta ge. He or she would also m ak e proposals fo r leg islative and executive action and would play a leading ro le in
developing the EU 's program , which wo uld be devised by the C om m ission and ado pted by the C oun cil..."
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